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Out  of  the  mailbag  and  here  waiting  for  reply  are  a.  number  of  questions 
housewives  have  "been  asking  about  furniture.     One  of  the  week's  letters  inquires 
about  some  bureau  drawers  that  stick.     Another  asks  about  a  table  that  has  warped. 
Still  another  brings  up  the  problem  of  a  shellac  finish  that  has  turned  white.  And 
....but  let's  take  up  the  questions  one  by  one,  and  the  answers  as  given  by  Mr,  R. 
E.  Hclphenstine,  Jr.  of  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service. 

Let's  begin  with  the  letter  about  the  bureau  drawers  that  stick.     A  housewife 
writes:    "All  winter  long  the  drawers  in  my  bureau  slide  in  and  out  easily.    But  in 
Qg  and  summer  they  always  stick,     Can  you  give  me  the  reason  and  tell  me  any  way 
to  prevent  the  sticking?" 

Mr,  Hclphenstine  says  unfinished  wood  swells  in  a  damp  atmosphere  and 
shrinks  in  dry  air.    This  is  the  reason  for  the  behavior  of  your  bureau  drawers. 
During  the  winter  when  the  furnace  keeps  the  air  inside  your  house  dry,   the  wood  in 
the  drawers  docs  not  absorb  moisture,  so  the  drawers  are  the  right  size  and  slide 
easily.    3ut  when  the  damp  warm  weather  arrives  and  no  furnace  is  burning  to  dry  out 
the  air,  then  the  moisture  penetrates  the  wood  and  the  drawers  swell  and  stick. 

The  ideal  remedy  for  the  trouble  would  be  a  waterproof  coating  for  the 
drawers.    Bat  no  finish  exists  that  is  entirely  water  proof.    However,  you  can  help 
natters  a  good  deal  by  applying  spar  varnish  to  all  sides  of  the  drawers — top, 
bottom,  inside  and  out.    The  varnish  helps  protect  the  wood  against  moisture. 

-hat  question  about  bureau  drawers  brings  up  the  second  question  about  a 
dining  table,    Here's  the  letter  about  it.    The  letter  says:     "Can  you  tell  me  why 
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one  leaf  of  the  table  in  my  dining  roon  has  warped?" 

Here  again  the  trouble  is  moisture  penetrating  the  wood  and  making  the  wood 
sue  11  or  warp.    Probably  the  underside  of  that  tabic  loaf  is  not  finished.  Moisture 
has  gotten  into  the  wood  from  that  unfinished  side.    Whenever  you  go  to  buy 
furniture,  you  will  be  wise  to  notice  whether  wood  is  exposed  without  any  finish. 
The  finish  underneath  the  table  does  not  have  to  be  of  as  fine  a  luster  as  the 
finish  on  top.    But  it  should  seal  the  pores  of  the  wood  and  protect  it  against 
aoi  sture. 

Here's  another  letter  about  a  dining  table.     A  housewife  writes:     "Our  dining 
table  was  finished  with  shellac,    Apparently  the  finishing  job  was  poor.     At  least 
that  is  the  only  way  I  can  account  for  what  is  happening  to  it.    The  finish  is  get- 
ting unite  and  hazy  in  spots  instead  of  clear  and  shiny  as  it  should  be." 

One  disadvantage  of  shellac  is  that  it  has  what  the  chemist  call  an  "affinity"1- 
for  water.    A  shellac  finish  will  water-spot.     And  it  may  begin  to  look  cloudy  in  a 
damp  place.    Mr.  Helphenstine  suggests  you  can  often  remove  spots  on  shellac  by 
rubbing  them  lightly  with  a  soft  cloth  moistened  in  a  mixture  of  half  water  and  half 
denatured  alcohol.     Sometimes  rubbing  white  spots  with  spirits  of  camphor  will  re- 
move them.    But  if  the  spots  still  show,  you  will  probably  have  to  refinish  the 
table— or  preferably  have  an  expert  finish  it  for  you. 

If  you  wish  to  do  the  job  yourself,  an  oil  finish  is  the  best  to  use.  An 
oil  finish  is  an  especially  good  one  for  a  table  top  that  may  be  easily  scratched 
or  spotted  by  water  or  hot  dishes.     If  the  finishing  is  well  done,  the  table  will 
sot  spot  with  cither  heat  or  water,  and  will  not  be  easy  to  scratch.     If  you  want 
complete  and  detailed  directions  for  finishing  furniture  with  oil,  write  direct  to 
the  Forest  Service,  Washington,  D.C.  The  directions  will  be  sent  free. 

Now  the  next  letter  brings  up  the  old  question  of  high  polish  versus  dull 
finish  on  furniture.     A  housewife  writes  to  know  which  is  more  desirable— a  finish 
*Uh  a  high  gloss  or  a  soft  finish. 

The  answer  is:     It  depends  on  fashion  or  your  own  personal  taste  and  con- 
venience.   In  Grandmother's  day  a  high  finish  or  glossy  surface  was  the  fashion. 
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3ut  practical  housewives  came  to  realize  how  much  extra  housework  was  necessary  witl 
a  high  polish.    A  glossy  surface  on  furniture  shows  up  every  finger  mark  and  speck 
of  dust.    Moreover,   since  it  reflects  light,  it  may  conceal  the  grain  of  the  wood. 
So  nowadays  semi-polished  or  velvety  surfaces  for  furniture  are  more  popular.  They 
rre  easier  to  enro  for.    They  don't  show  scratches,  mars,  dust  or  finger  marks  so 
Inly.    And  they  show  off  the  "beauty  of  the  wood  to  "better  advantage. 

Here's  a  letter  asking  what  a  wax  finish  for  furniture  is.     A  wax  finish  is 
a  polishing  wax  thinned  with  turpentine  or  some  other  solvent.     It  does  not  give  a 
high  polish.     Its  advantages  are  that  it  is  easy  to  apply;   it  dries  rapidly;  when 
age  or  use  makes  it  dull,  you  can  easily  refinish.    Zven  an  amateur  can  make  a  good 
job  of  finishing  wood  with  wax.  * 

The  last  question  comes  from  a    housewife  who  wants  to  finish  her  furniture 
so  it  won't  spot.     She  asks:     "Can  you  suggest  a  finish  that  will  not  stain  with 
water,  acid,  or  alcohol?" 

Once  again,  an  oil  finish  is  the  right  answer.     And  let  me  repeat,  if  you 
want  to  know  how  to  finish  a  table,  or  chair  or  other  furniture  with  oil,  you  are 
selcome  to  directions  from  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service.    Write  to  the  Forest  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  ask  for.  directions  for  finishing  with  oil. 

Next  week  Tuesday  more  of  your  questions  will  "be  up  for  answer  from 
scientists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


